
Aiken College and Career 
Amelia 
Anderson 
Badin (Hamilton) 
Bellevue (Ky) 
Bethel Tate 
Bishop Brossart (Ky) 
Bishop Fenwick 
Catholic Central (Springfield) 
Chaminade Julienne (Dayton) 
Cincinnati Country Day 
Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy 
Colerain 
Covington Catholic (Ky) 
Covington Latin 
Dater 
Deer Park 
Dixie Heights (Ky) 

East Clinton 
Elder 
Harrison 
Highlands (Ky) 
Holmes (Ky) 
Holy Cross (Ky) 
Indian Hill 
Lakota East 
LaSalle 
Lockland 
Loveland 
Madeira Middle School 
McAuley 
McNicholas 
Mercy 
Moeller 
Mount Notre Dame 
New Bremen 

Notre Dame Academy (Ky) 
North Ky Youth Advisory Board (Ky) 
Perry (Perry OH) 
Reading 
Roger Bacon 
School for the Creative & Performing Arts 
Seton 
Seven Hills 
Shroder 
St. Henry (Ky) 
St. Xavier 
Summit Country Day 
Taylor 
Turpin 
Ursuline Academy 
Villa Madonna (Ky) 

Note: Schools in Bold are NEW to Magnified Giving  

Participating Schools   2013-2014 

Fifth Annual Awards Ceremony • April 2013 • A Celebration of Giving 

Magnified Giving celebrated another successful year on April 30, 2013, when nearly 700 students, teachers, agency 

representatives, parents, benefactors and friends gathered at McAuley High School's Performing Arts Center for our 

Fifth Annual Student Philanthropy Awards Ceremony.  

Students from 36 participating schools presented checks  

totaling $50,644.74 to the winning agencies.  Agency  

representatives were there to receive the awards, and  

students were given the opportunity to share a bit more 

about their experiences - what they learned about philan-

thropy and their communities and how this experience will 

impact them beyond high school.  

The 3rd Annual Roger Grein Spirit of Philanthropy Award was presented to Kendra Lutes from Perry High School.  Ken-

dra was the student-leader of the Magnified Giving program at Perry and told us: “After narrowing our choice down to 

three non-profits, we presented them in a way that reached the students far more than a grant application could.  It 

was my job to conduct site visits and interviews to piece together videos about the agencies; passion from the students 

grew immensely.  I was able to take the strong case of senioritis that enveloped my class and turn it into something 

that is changing a community.  Past the walls of the school, the stories reached over one thousand community mem-

bers who also became passionate about these deserving organizations.”  

Candace Grafton, Development Director of the CityLink Center commented: “Thank you for the tremen-

dous contribution you have made to our city. The Magnified Giving program is an excellent vehicle for teaching stu-

dents the importance of engaging within one's community, helping the less fortunate, vetting worthy charitable organ-

izations, and instilling an understanding of the philanthropic arena. Inspirational!” 

GROWTH BRINGS NEW OPPORTUNITIES: Due to the tremendous growth of our program, we will be offering THREE 

Awards Ceremonies this year — Wed, May 7 (Covington Latin School), Mon, May 12 (Mayerson JCC), and  

Wed, May 14 (Mayerson JCC).  Visit www.magnifiedgiving.org/awardsceremony for more details!  
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The story of a girl, her dad, and a complete stranger who changed everything 

Abby Stadtmiller, a senior at Bishop Brossart High School, shared her Magnified Giving story (below) with over 700 students and 
teachers at the Mayerson Service Learning Conference in September.   

How many of you have a passion about something? It can be anything. I bet since you were chosen to come today to represent 
your school, you have a passion for making a difference – and getting 
other people involved, too!   

I found out last year that my passion is actually a lot different than I ex-
pected and I’m so grateful to have been given an opportunity to find this 
passion. Last year, my religion class participated in the Magnified Giving 
Student Philanthropy Program. For those of you that are not familiar with 
this program, it is a way for high school students, like all of us, to have a 
chance to give a $1000 grant to a non-profit organization of our choice.  
Local philanthropists GIVE you the money and empower YOU to invest it 
in the community to make a difference. 

I never imagined this happening, but this program has ultimately given 
me the chance to become closer to my father and has also made me 
aware of how one place can make a difference in someone’s life forever. 
My father’s mother passed away when he was three, leaving his father 
(my grandfather) with their eight children. The oldest four were at an age 
where they could stay home and take care of themselves, but this was 
not the case for the youngest four, which included my father. My grand-
father was not able to take care of them, so he put them into a children’s 
home. This home, now known as the Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home 
for Children and Families, was the one that I immediately knew I wanted 
to help through our investment of $1,000 through Magnified Giving.  

Going into this project I had high expectations. I wanted to give back to 
The DCCH Center for taking care of my father during this hard time in his 
life. This place was a home away from home for him with people who 
cared about him and understood what he was going through. I was able 
to visit The Children’s Home as part of my class’s Magnified Giving experience 
and it was truly amazing to see the love that the staff had for their jobs and the 
compassion that was felt in the short time that I was there. As I looked around, I realized that this was a pretty awesome place to 
be. It was amazing to see what they do for the kids and the different things they have to offer each and every one of them.  One 
unique part of The Center is that they have their own school right on campus, Guardian Angel, with teachers, a library, gymnasium, 
and more. Talking with my dad after the visit, I was able to show him pictures of different buildings. He told me a few stories about 
his three years at the home. He pointed to the apartment building where the children stayed and said “Every Friday, I would look 
out that window and wait for my dad to come pick me up for the weekend.” This was his only time to see his dad, and some week-
ends his dad had to work late and was not able to see them. I just can’t fully grasp the idea of going a whole week without my par-
ents at the age of eight. It broke my heart to hear my father say this to me. I now realize how truly blessed that I am to have both 
of my parents in my life who love and care about me more than I will ever know. My dad never had the chance to spend time with 
his mother and not very often could he with his father. I will never take my father for granted again. Life is too short for that.  

                        

 

Abby Stadtmiller and her dad Jim, shown hold-
ing a news article from 1969, when he was  
living at the Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home. 

Story continued on Page 3 —> 



Greetings to friends, supporters, and  

partners: 

I am always grateful for this  
opportunity to share my gratitude for 
your support and participation with 
Magnified Giving.  

This Fall Newsletter highlights the 
continued growth we are  
experiencing. We started with  
seven high schools just six years ago and this fall we now have 52 school 
partner programs underway. I trust that as you read this newsletter you will 
share my excitement. 

As we live our “mission”, I pray that we are truly acting as catalysts for 
change in the minds and hearts of young adults. Our immediate goal is the 
teaching of philanthropy in a smaller and more connected community.  
Opportunities for philanthropic support truly circle the globe, but I feel the 
education of philanthropy provides a sound foundation for future giving, 
whether giving locally or globally. 

As I visit and speak at each of our 52 schools, I witness a growing socially-
minded next generation of students eager to learn and then to apply their 
newly acquired skills for socially-minded giving of one’s time, talents, and 
treasures. 

Thanks to each of you for making this program relevant and life enriching. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

magnifiedgiving 

newsletter 
 

Magnified Giving is a 501(c)(3)  
educational organization based in  
Cincinnati, Ohio, with partner schools in 
southwest Ohio, central Ohio, northeast 
Ohio and northern Kentucky. 

Our mission is to educate, inspire and 
engage students in philanthropy, to touch 
the hearts and minds of teens, lighten the 
concerns of others and magnify the  
impact of philanthropy. 
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Stewart M. Greenlee 

Chief Executive Officer 
CenterBank 

Jim Jackson 

Director of Development 
The Summit Country Day School 

Bill Keating Jr. 
Partner 
Keating Muething & Klekamp, PLL 

Paul S. Keating 

Trading and Operations Analyst 
Fund Evaluation Group LLC 

Jane Meier 

Athletic Director (Retired) 
Northern Kentucky University 

Dianne Robinson 

Retired Nurse 

Joe Saylor 
Sales Manager 
Osborne Coinage Company 

A Message from Roger Grein - Founder & President 

Magnified Giving’s founder and presi-
dent – Roger Grein, has announced the 
kick-off of  the 2013-14 campaign for 
The Magnified Giving Fund.  This 
effort reaches out to the Greater Cin-
cinnati/Northern Kentucky communi-

ties with our already supportive 2,500 friends and donors by sharing the 
exciting news of our current 52 student philanthropy programs.  

The Magnified Giving Fund has a goal this year of securing an additional 
$50,000 to provide necessary funds, supporting our 17 new school partners  
in this, our sixth year of Magnified Giving.   

Over 10,000 high school students will be impacted this year through the 
Magnified Giving program and next May, over 60 community non-profit 
agencies will be awarded grants from our 52 school student teams. 

“Magnified Giving is very grateful for the generosity of our donors.  We 
have been blessed with your gift investments, enabling Magnified Giving to 
expand from 7 to 52 partner schools in just 6 years; I am grateful to each of 
you for the belief and support  for me and Magnified Giving,”  commented 
founder Roger Grein. 

So, with all these thoughts coming to my mind, I was determined to help The Center even more. I worked really hard to 
persuade my classmates that this was the organization that was most worthy of the grant. Unfortunately, I came up 
short. Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home for Children and Families did NOT win the $1000 award for Magnified Giving 
from my class. 

At first, yes, I was disappointed, but I knew that I didn’t have to stop there. I 
remember Mr. Grein, the founder of The Magnified Giving Program, telling 
my classmates and me to never give up, and that’s exactly what I planned 
to do. At the end of the year, I was asked to speak at the Magnified Giving 
Ceremony. Again, like I am today at the Mayerson Workshop, I shared my 
story. When I was walking out, a lady grabbed my hand, opened it, and put 
something in it. She said “I want you to give this to your organization.” As 
she turned and walked away, I looked down and saw a $100 bill in my hand. 
I was speechless. I could not believe the generosity that not only her – a 
COMPLETE stranger – but everyone at this ceremony had. I got to thinking 
that if this lady gave me $100, I could raise the $1000 that I failed to give 
The Center through Magnified Giving.  

So, I told my story to as many people as I could, and as I did, I witnessed the generosity of people grow even more. Be-
tween my parents, teacher, grandma, friends, total strangers, and myself, I was able to repay The Center for everything 
they have taught me, but more importantly, what they did for my father. Two weeks after I was told that I had come up 
short, I ended up in front of the doors of The DCCH Center with a $1700 check in my hand. Seeing the look of the faces 
of the two development directors showed me that I can make a difference. I had found my passion. From there, I got 
the chance to volunteer at the home twice over the summer, once at their annual festival, and another time organizing 
items for their annual flea market. Both of these fundraisers take key roles in The Center’s income. As I look back now, I 
think about my father. I wonder just how he made it through those hard times in his life. I often find myself wondering 
if it very well could have been because of the time and people he spent with at the Children’s Home. I can honestly say 
that I will never forget the lessons that I have taken away from this time in my life. 

Today, WE are being called to action to learn about causes in our region that NEED OUR HELP.  Yes, US.  Teenagers.  
What issues might strike a chord with you today….and what will you do about it?  Maybe there is a personal connection 
as there was with the Children’s Home and my dad, but maybe there’s a different connection – a love for the environ-
ment, or working with youth, or addressing issues like homelessness and poverty.  Maybe you want to go into nursing 
and issues surrounding cancer, Leukemia, or clean water are of interest.  As teenagers, we can make a difference in 
these areas and there are over 700 people here today – schools, community agencies, volunteers – showing us that 
YES, we matter, and YES we’re needed. 

 

In our Spring 2013 newsletter, we shared the story of Zai Johns, a recent Magnified  
Giving alumna who through her involvement with Magnified Giving at Mount Notre 
Dame, has become dedicated to philanthropy.  Zai also has a gift for writing. 
  

Through sales of a self-published animal detective novel series titled Animal Adventur-
ers, Zai pledged to give 80% of the profits from her first book to Magnified Giving.  
This summer, Zai presented us a check for over $800, earmarked for use to fund non-
profit organizations that address the issue of animal welfare!  She hopes to continue to 
donate to Magnified Giving through sales of future novels in the series. 
 

Thanks, Zai, for leading by example and sharing your gifts and talents.  Your generosity 
will help current and  future Magnified Giving students have the opportunity to learn the 
power and responsibility of strategic philanthropy.  

Update:  Inspired Student Author Presents Check to Magnified Giving  

Zai Johns, Ashley Reinert 

(Mt. Notre Dame student) 

and Roger Grein. 


