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Magnified Giving hasn't just had an impact on what I'm doing it has paved the way for the rest of my life. I joined  

Mount Notre Dame’s Magnified Giving Student Philanthropy Program as a freshman and had no idea the things that 

would follow because of learning about non-profit work, the 

underserved populations and following your heart. I not only 

plan to live in Peru but will start nursing school this coming 

March in Lima. To put it simply, I'm in love! And can't wait 

for every day to end, just to wake up and start a new one 

with 60 incredible children.  
 

I am volunteering in a home for sick children called Hogar 

San Francisco de Asis (Home of St. Francis of Assisi.) The 

home currently has 60 children with medical illnesses  

including cleft lip and palate, cancer, cerebral palsy, missing 

limbs, burns victims, malformations among many others. 

The children receive medical treatment at the home, and 

once they have finished treatment, they return home to their  

families to live. 
 

My job? Well, I'm basically the mom to 60 children everyday. I feed, bathe and play with the babies, I get the children 

ready for school, take children into Lima for medical appointments, serve meals, help with homework...regular kid 

stuff! And even better, I kiss skinned knees, sit with children after surgery, rejoice when a child walks for the first 

time and wipe tears after a hard day at school. I experience moments of grace every day that some people won't in a 

lifetime. Moments of grace that make my world stop. Moments that make me breathe in and out, and realize this life 

we are living is absolutely wonderful. I think this is why I can call everyday the best day of my life.  

My message to young people:  Find something that ignites your soul and makes your heart beat fast with excitement! 

 

Christine, center, is a graduate of Mount Notre Dame 
and four-year participant and leader in the Magnified 
Giving Student Philanthropy program. 

A Journey to Peru by way of Magnified Giving 
by Christine Columbia, a former Magnified Giving student participant now serving in Peru 
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A  Teacher’s Perspective 

The Impact of Magnified Giving on Classroom Instruction 

When I start to tell someone about Magnified Giving, I let them know that I could go on for a few hours.  I could talk 

about how the Student Philanthropy Program allows me to teach Common Core standards in Language Arts.  I could 

talk about how it helps students learn real world skills 

like professional communication, project management, 

and collaborative decision making.  I could talk about 

how teaching my students to be philanthropists has 

changed the philanthropic choices I make.  

All of these are absolutely true.  However, they don’t 

really do justice to describing the impact of Magnified 

Giving on my classroom.  The Student Philanthropy  

Program has nudged me towards the role of coach  

instead of expert.  As a result, I see students change 

from passive receivers of content to engaged learners.  

This shift in my teaching has reached beyond Student Philanthropy to my other classrooms and units of study.  It has 

made me a better teacher and a better learner. 

This summer I collaborated with other educators to create a new Magnified Giving manual for teachers.  We pulled 

together resources and explored different models for implementing the Student Philanthropy Program.  Even though I 

am in my fourth year with Magnified Giving, I find that this manual 

is not one that gathers dust on the shelf.  I refer to it on a regular 

basis to make sure I am on track, remind myself about my goals for 

the program this year and get new ideas. 

The most rewarding aspect of Magnified Giving is when what we do 

in the classroom reaches beyond the walls of the school in a  

tangible way.  I see students “get it” when they come back from a 

site visit.  They realize that this is not just another school project.  

This is not Monopoly money.  It’s the real deal.  This year we may 

help a food pantry stock its shelves with items it can’t usually provide, make a community farm more accessible to  

people with disabilities, fund bus passes for homeless families or back the purchase of art and music supplies for chil-

dren in poverty.  I don’t know  what my students will decide, but I will absolutely enjoy walking the journey with them. 

Julie Vehorn is the Director of Curriculum and Instruction, as well as an English Teacher, at Roger Bacon High School.   

This is her fourth year implementing the Magnified Giving program. 

Magnified Giving teacher Julie Vehorn (left), with Roger Ba-
con students and Starfire University members.  

      FUN(D) FACTS  
• 2000+ students were impacted this year 

• 1000+ non-profit agencies were explored  

• 450+ agencies were invited to apply for grants 

• $50,000 will be given to non-profit agencies at our     

    Annual Award Ceremony on April 30, 2013 

• Your donation to Magnified Giving has already  

    touched hundreds of lives and it will  soon touch  
    many more after our Award Ceremony! 

 



Greetings to Supporters and Friends: 

I begin by paraphrasing a prayer by Dom 
Helder Camara, Archbishop of Brazil: "We  
cannot do everything… but we can do  
something. It may be incomplete, but it is a  
beginning.  This is what we are all about. We 
plant the seeds that one day will grow. We  
water seeds already planted, knowing that  
they hold future promise." 
 
Every decision to donate, every teacher that guides, every student that participates 
and every non-profit that carries forth its works becomes the seeds that are 
planted through Magnified Giving’s philanthropy mission.    
 
Thanks to each of you for making this program vibrant, relevant and life enriching! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

magnifiedgiving 

newsletter 
 

 

Magnified Giving is a 501(c)(3) 
educational organization based 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, with partner 
schools in southwest Ohio,   
central Ohio,  northeast Ohio 
and northern Kentucky. 

Our mission is to educate, inspire 
and engage students in  
philanthropy, to touch the hearts 
and minds of teens, lighten the 
concerns of others and magnify 
the impact of philanthropy. 

 

Philanthropy: 
The Love of Humanity 

A Message from Roger Grein - Founder & President 

 

Magnified Giving recently received a two-year $20,000 gift from the Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts, Fifth Third 

Bank, Trustee.  This is one of the largest foundation gifts ever received by the student philanthropy  

organization.  The gift from this trust will enable Magnified Giving to expand it’s program into eight new high 

schools over the next two years. 

In addition, Roger Grein reported that in the past year Magnified Giving has 

received a total of $26,500 from the following foundations – The Robert H. 

Reakirt Foundation (PNC Bank, Trustee), The Sutphin Family Foundation, 

The Manuel D. and Rhoda Mayerson Foundation, and an anonymous com-

munity foundation. 

Roger explained that these significant foundation gifts allowed Magnified  

Giving to expand the number of its high school partners.  It also enabled the 

creation of the first teacher training manual which was put into application 

this current school year. 

Magnified Giving’s funding support from local community foundations is vital to expanding the donor  

funding base.  The number of high school partners has grown this year by 66%, from 21 schools last year to 

35 this current school year.  Magnified Giving’s growth permits more student education partners, more  

student awareness of the needs of the local non-profit communities and finally more financial support for 

these communities. 

Foundation Gifts Help Support Growth  
$20,000 Gift received from Trust 

 

 

When Dylan Hamblin enrolled in his 10th grade class, on Global Issues at Cincinnati’s School for Creative 
and Performing Arts, little did he know he would become instrumental in the selection of a non-profit for  
Magnified Giving.  Students were given the job of researching and meeting several non-profits.  For Dylan 
this was a class that became very personal.   When Dylan was ten years old his father died of cystic fibrosis.  
At the time, Dylan found Fernside Grief Counseling to be a support that helped his family get through a  

difficult time.   
 
Since Dylan personally knew about the importance of 
Fernside, it was especially meaningful for him to tell his 
classmates about this worthwhile agency.  They agreed 
that they wanted to support the important mission of 
Fernside.  The class voted and chose to donate $1,000 
to Fernside.  Dylan’s family,  class, teacher and friends 
are very proud of the impact he has made.   
 

Fernside is a non-profit organization where support 
and advocacy is offered to grieving families who have 
experienced a death. Fernside offers peer support for 
families –  

children, teens and adults.  It works to increase community aware-
ness of grief issues through community outreach.  These services are 
free of charge and are made available by the generosity of the  
community and by their affiliation with Hospice of Cincinnati. 
  

The Magnified Giving Student Philanthropy Program is a unique way 
to bring students and non-profits together to create a win-win situa-
tion. Fernside enjoyed sharing about its organization with students at SCPA which brought about an  
awareness of its’ important mission.  It is especially gratifying when someone who has benefited from these 
programs also has a chance to be an advocate to his or her peers for Fernside.  Receiving the Magnified  
Giving grant award is icing on the cake. 

 

Zai Johns is known for her intense love of animals, youth philanthropy and writing.  Zai, a 17-year old senior 
from Colerain Township,  has risen through the ranks of Magnified Giving and has  
become dedicated to philanthropy.  
  

Combining these passions, she has self-published a riveting animal detective novel 
rooted in mystery and adventure.  She will donate  80% of the profits to Magnified 
Giving. These donations will go toward grants for animal related non-profits.  The 
novel is perfect for both kids and adults who enjoy suspense and laughter.   
Pre-adolescent children relate well to the characters.  The creative plot and   
heart-warming friendship combine  in this one-of-a-kind book. 
 

Signed copies will be available at Magnified Giving’s Award Ceremony on April 30, 
2013. 

Student Author Donates Profits to Magnified Giving 

Fernside Executive Director Victoria Ott, SCPA student 
Dylan Hamblin and his classmate, and SCPA Global  
Issues teacher Wendy Braun. 

Book 1: The Murder at 
Thompson Manor  

by Zai Johns 

Magnified Giving, A Grieving Student, and Fernside 


