
Student Philanthropy Program • 2011 – 2012 Final Report 
 
1) Your Name:  Ariel Warshaw    School: Wyoming High School 
   
2) How was the program implemented in your school and how were students selected?  We implemented 
the program through our Human Rights & Conflict course – enrolled students were automatically involved in 
the process. 
 
3) Student Participants (numbers by grade level):   9th:  ___      10th: ___    11th: 10 12th: 2 
 
4) If you have participated in past year(s), what major changes (if any) did you make this year? The program 
was very similar in pacing and structure as last year; however, this year, students were required to present on 
their favorite agency to a panel of students, faculty and administrators. 
 
4) What was the timeline for your program?  We began our program as soon as we learned that we had 
received the grant money.  Every Friday was dubbed “Philanthropy Friday”, where we researched, 
communicated with, and selected our agencies. 
 
5) Describe how you went about implementing the various components of this program into your class or 
afterschool curriculum.   
 

a. Basic components of Philanthropy education  
A bit of history, basics of 501c3 designation, etc.  I used to video clips, powerpoints, etc. 

b. Identifying community needs How did you do this?  What needs were selected and why? 
I gauged student interest in various “needs” – students seemed most interested in 
health/education/children.   

c. Forming community boards (small work groups).  How did you group your students? 
Students basically grouped themselves based on what agencies they were most inspired by 

d. Interaction with non-profits. Method -  phone, email, site visits, guest speakers, etc…?  How many 
agencies were contacted?  Any was visited?  Any send guest speakers?  
We initially reached out to 10 agencies – we sent them RFPs.  Of those, we received 8 returned 
forms.  All but 1 presented to our group. 

e. Issuing RFPs.  How did this go?  Who received RFPs? Who responded?  
See above.  Agencies that presented were: Crayons 2 Computers, Starfire, Su Casa, Autism Society, 
Friar’s Club, IHN, Drop-In Center.   

f. Evaluating RFPs.  What process did you use?  
Students analyzed yearly budgets, top donors, etc.  We projected each RFP on the SmartBoard and 
students debated each one. 

g. Selecting Grant Recipient. How and why?  
Secret ballot, along with input from student panel.  Students were very torn between Autism Society 
and Starfire – ultimately the small size of the Autism Society’s budget swayed their votes. 

h. Awards Ceremony.  Did you or your students have any comments to share about this event? 
We thought it was fantastic!  The venue, the “big check”, the layout… it was all wonderful.  Shay 
was fantastic as well! 

i. Reflective questions.  Did you have your students write any reflective pieces about the process?   
Not formally, as there are no longer in my class and I’m on leave; however, students did write 
reflective journals throughout the process (just not after the ceremony). 

 



6) What were some of the highlights of this year? 
Some highlights included all the agency guest speakers and the final student presentations.  Each group of 
students made a video, a powerpoint or prezi presentation and an “ad campaign” for their preferred agency – 
it was a great experience, and the panel of students, administrators and faculty were able to ask them very 
meaningful questions! 
 
7) What were some of the low points or challenges you faced? 
I found that, compared to my students last year, I had a much more challenging group of students.  Because of 
scheduling issues, many students in the class were forced into it because they were not allowed a long lunch – 
as you might imagine, forcing kids to do anything is never pretty!   I think, for the most part, I had a great 
deal of student buy-in; however, there were certainly more unreliable students than last year that made the 
process challenging.  In addition, because I was on maternity leave for the second half of the year and my 
Human Rights class had ended, it was extremely difficult to maintain contact with these students. 
 
8) Student outcomes:  Did this program… 

…have positive impact on your students?  Definitely – especially for the students that were able to 
attend the Awards Ceremony.  They were incredibly moved by the grandiosity and generosity of the event! 

…allow any students to accept the leadership challenge?  Yes – each group of students designated 
group leaders to steer them towards their panel presentation.  In addition, the “simple” act of reaching out to 
an agency or posing meaningful questions to a representative modeled the behavior of a leader. 

…have any noticeable impact on student behavior? Absolutely – again, especially after the Awards 
Ceremony.  It was here that they really recognized the impact of their actions! 

  
9) If you were doing this program again, what changes/improvements would you make?  Not be on 
Maternity Leave, or schedule my course during a lunch bell! Ha!   I could see making this an extra curricular 
opportunity instead of a component of my Human Rights class – I think there would be MORE students, and 
these students will be motivated intrinsically to be involved and passionate about the process.  In addition, I 
loved MND’s idea of picking a “theme” to go with. 
 

10) At this time are you still interested in participating in next year’s program?  Yes, but unfortunately I will 
be moving out-of-state!  I do think that Wyoming High School would like to continue our involvement in this 
program – definitely reach out to Todd Siler (silert@wyomingcityschools.org), my department chair, who will 
put you in contact with my replacement! 
 

11) In order to help future Philanthropy participants, please share the following materials. You will receive 
proper acknowledgement for the materials you provide. 
 a. Educational components: Powerpoint presentations, handouts, websites, etc… 
 b. Correspondence: Copies of the RFPs you sent, acceptance and rejection letters, etc… 

c. Student work: Reflective essays or other student responses. 
 
 
12) We are putting together a Teacher Manual over the summer.  Things to include: General information on 
philanthropy (history, meaning, etc.), good materials on how to research the “hard-to-find” agencies!  
 
13) MG Website.  The website will continue to be developed over the summer.  Is there anything specific you 
would like to see included on the site?  Nothing that comes to mind – you did a fantastic job on it! 
 
 
14) Where would you like me to mail your stipend check?  

mailto:silert@wyomingcityschools.org


Before June 25, please send it to 6670 Pondfield Lane, Mason, Ohio 45040 
(in transit 25-2) 
After July 2, please send it to 508 Brook Hollow Drive, Hanover, New Jersey 07981 
 
 
 


