
Student Philanthropy Program • 2011 – 2012 Final Report 
 
1) Your Name:  Ashley Gayonski   School: The Summit Country Day School  
   
2) How was the program implemented in your school and how were students selected?  The Student 
Philanthropy Program was implemented in SCD through the senior social justice religion course. The students 
were not selected all seniors at SCD must be a part of the program.  
 
3) Student Participants (numbers by grade level):   9th:  ___      10th: ___    11th: ___ 12th: _97__ 
 
4) If you have participated in past year(s), what major changes (if any) did you make this year? This was our 
first year! 
 
4) What was the timeline for your program?  We began the program mid-September, I tried to turn it in to a 
fun day which was different then our SJ days. Because of our schedule at SCD I would take every other 
Thursday or Friday class or every two and name them “Philanthropy Friday/Thursday of Phun.” We started out 
with just basic instruction on what is philanthropy, why should we get involved with philanthropy and who are 
some past and present philanthropists. I also wanted them to be engaged with the process and understand 
the language. It was important for me that they knew this was their program. I was not going to have any say 
on the organization they chose. We then moved on to exploring different non-profits in small groups. They 
had to call the non-profits and interview them and put together Power points on them. Once the small groups 
did that they presented them to their class and we voted on our top 5 places. We then sent them the RFPs and 
depending how you look at it unfortunately or fortunately we only got 2 returned in which we voted and 
Childhood Food Solutions won by a landslide! 
 
5) Describe how you went about implementing the various components of this program into your class or 
afterschool curriculum.  
 

a. Basic components of Philanthropy education  I taught basic vocab of philanthropy and what it was 
and why it is important today in our world and for them at their age presently. I used a lot of the 
resources that Magnified Giving’s website had to offer. I also did a “Phamous Philanthropist 
Project” in which they had to research a philanthropist past or present and write a paper/present 
on this individual.  

b. Identifying community needs I don’t know if I did a very good job on this. I let the students explore 
the non-profits on their own in small groups. But I would like to change this for next year and 
devote a class to a discussion on what are the needs we see in our community before we start 
researching non-profits. We did discuss that we wanted to pick a local charity instead of a large 
national one that just had a branch in Cincinnati.  

c. Forming community boards (small work groups). I actually put them in their small groups; I 
assigned them I tried to mix them up from their normal group of friends. I think it worked out well.  

d. Interaction with non-profits. We started out with researching the non-profits online, from there 
we moved to calling and emailing them as a means to interview them or just get more information 
that we couldn’t find on their website. Roughly 30 agencies were contacted; we didn’t have any 
formal visits but some of the agencies contacted were those our students had been to before. 
Unfortunately no guest speakers which I would like to change for next year. Our schedule is set 
up in a way that if we have a speaker they have to come 2 days instead of 1 which makes it difficult.  



e. Issuing RFPs.  It was a little difficult. Not so much sending them out. We sent them to the 5 
agencies each of my 5 classes had voted on. The only two that responded were Cincinnati Youth 
Collaborative and Childhood Food Solutions.  

f. Evaluating RFPs.  Since we only got two back, I made copies of their answers and gave them out to 
each of my seniors, they had time in class to read over them and then they wrote down their vote 
on a paper and we tallied them up! 

g. Selecting Grant Recipient.  The seniors at Summit felt that with the amount of money we were 
giving our agency that Childhood Food Solutions could benefit from it more. They were also really 
passionate about childhood food insecurity in our community.  

h. Awards Ceremony.  The 5 students I had there really loved it! Since we didn’t know what to expect 
they wanted to make sure we had more students there next year! As a service coordinator at my 
own school it was a great networking opportunity as well.  

i. Reflective questions.  We did not but I would definitely like to a do a self-reflection piece on 
philanthropy at the end of the program next year!  

 
6) What were some of the highlights of this year? I think the biggest highlight for me was to see how 
passionate the students would get about a certain non-profit and trying to persuade their fellow classmates to 
vote for their agency.  
 
7) What were some of the low points or challenges you faced? Our schedule is constantly changing with 
speakers, events, days off so it was hard to keep it more consistent instead of doing a philanthropy class and 
then not revisiting it for 3 weeks. Next year I hope to have a schedule made a head of time like “class 1-
introduction to philanthropy, class 2-famous philanthropist, ect…” 
 
8) Student outcomes:  Did this program… 

…have positive impact on your students?  Absolutely! It was interesting to hear their perception of 
what $1,000.00 dollars can do.  

…allow any students to accept the leadership challenge?  I didn’t see any “natural” leaders develop 
this year but I think it will in the years to come as we develop it more.  

…have any noticeable impact on student behavior? It helped my students work with their peers they 
wouldn’t normally work with.  

  
9) If you were doing this program again, what changes/improvements would you make? Better, set 
schedule. Take more advantages of the resources Magnified Giving provides and definitely have a speaker 
come to our school.  
 

10) At this time are you still interested in participating in next year’s program?  Yes/No – ABSOLUTELY  
 

11) In order to help future Philanthropy participants, please share the following materials. You will receive 
proper acknowledgement for the materials you provide. 
 a. Educational components: Powerpoint presentations, handouts, websites, etc… 
 b. Correspondence: Copies of the RFPs you sent, acceptance and rejection letters, etc… 

c. Student work: Reflective essays or other student responses. 
 
 
12) We are putting together a Teacher Manual over the summer.  Is there anything specific that you want us 
to make sure to include in the manual? 
 
Not that you don’t already have! 



13) MG Website.  The website will continue to be developed over the summer.  Is there anything specific you 
would like to see included on the site? No.  
 
 
14) Where would you like me to mail your stipend check? Note:  If there are multiple teachers at your school 
involved with the program, please indicate how you would like me to divide the check…and where you would 
like each check sent. 
 
Ashley Gayonski 
3701 Erie Ave. Unit B 
Cincinnati, OH 45208 
 
 


