
 

 

Student Philanthropy Program • 2011 – 2012 Final Report 
 

1) Your Name: Wendy Erin Braun    School: SCPA 

   

2) How was the program implemented in your school and how were students selected? 

   

The program was built into the curriculum for the Creative Writing Majors in conjunction with their writing 

requirements and need for awareness of social issues. The class is titled Global Issues and focuses on poetry 

with the themes of compassion, educated understanding and clarity of thought. In this way students developed 

their artistic voices while being critically aware of social needs. 

 

3) Student Participants (numbers by grade level):   9
th

:  6      10
th

: 2    11
th

: 1 

 

4) If you have participated in past year(s), what major changes (if any) did you make this year? 

 

This was my first year leading this program. 

 

4) What was the timeline for your program?  When did you begin the program, how often did you implement 

the various components of this program, what did each meeting look like, etc… 

 

I worked with the students throughout the school year. Our first steps involved understanding social needs. We 

spoke with other students, discussed our own needs and identified organizations that reflected personal commits 

to make positive change. At this point we contacted each of the organizations and invited them to the school to 

meet and discuss with the various classes. Each organization came and spoke and provided the students with 

materials and knowledge. Each student had to carefully research their organizations prior to the visits in order to 

establish a relationship and to validate the organizations commitment to the students. Each student created a 

children’s story to help educate others about their cause, as well as new marketing materials that could be used 

by the organizations. Each student wrote 2 newspaper articles to inform the student body, create posters and 

final reports that showed how they viewed the organization.  

 

5) Describe how you went about implementing the various components of this program into your class or 

afterschool curriculum.  You may answer each part separately or as one longer answer at the end. Be as 

specific as possible and be sure to share any stories or provide insights that you realized during the process. 

 

a. Basic components of Philanthropy education What did you teach?  How did you teach it?   

  

 I taught the students about identifying social need, and the importance of seeing how positive change 

aids not only the organization but the individual involved. 

b. Identifying community needs How did you do this?  What needs were selected and why? 

 

 Through student discussions we created, what I would call, a focus group activity. Students 

identified their needs and the needs of the student body and used that to inform their choice of organization.  

 

c. Forming community boards (small work groups).  How did you group your students? 

 

 Because the class is a small group, we conducted fundraising activities as a group and worked 

together to create awareness through the distribution of materials to the student body. 

 

d. Interaction with non-profits. Method -  phone, email, site visits, guest speakers, etc…?  How many 

agencies were contacted?  Any was visited?  Any send guest speakers?  

 



 

 

 Each organization was called, emailed, provided guest speakers, and in some cases allowed for site 

visits. Dylan Hamblin, who won is active with Fern Side, as is Hannah Hamzy who has volunteered repeatedly 

for the Heartt animal shelter.  

 

e. Selecting Grant Recipient.  How did you go about selecting the winner?  What were the students’ 

reasons for selecting the winning agency? 

a. The students worked on persuasive speeches as a forum for supporting their individual 

causes. Based on the Cause Projects, as well as the speeches that class voted for the cause 

that they believe had truly earned the right for the funds. 

f. Awards Ceremony.  Did you or your students have any comments to share about this event? 

a. The students who attended were very interested in doing more next year. Being a the award 

ceremony helped them to see that their hard work really meant something. It truly inspired 

them to do more in the future. 

g. Reflective questions.  The students wrote a number of reflective pieces that focused on their role in 

the community. A few of the questions included: 

a. Can one person bring about change? How does one pair of hands grow to many?  

b. If someone were going to create an organization for you, what would it be? What sort of 

support do you feel you need most in your life? 

c. What is a social issue that you identify closely with? How would you like to support an 

organization that helps with social need? 

 

6) What were some of the highlights of this year? 

 One of the highlight was seeing how Dylan’s organization, Fern Side, became more present in the 

school. Students would come to me, that were not in class, and I was able to guide them to Dylan’s cause. 

Briana, who supported Mercy for Animals, provided students with ethical food eating guides, which many 

students loved (we have a number who do not believe in eating meet).  

 

7) What were some of the low points or challenges you faced? 

 One challenge was that I was given the class outline the day before school started so I did not have time 

to develop a program of my own. I also didn’t have the chance to review the best practices for using 

philanthropy in the classroom. That said, I am very excited to have the summer to plan and prepare for next 

year. 

 

8) Student outcomes:  Did this program… 

…have positive impact on your students?  Yes. In a class of 9, I actually had 7 students who had deep 

educational, emotional and mental needs. students with various needs. A few of the students worked with 

animal based organizations. When working with the animals and visiting with them the students seemed to gain 

a sense of control, taking away feelings of hopelessness. I believe that seeing the animals as caged and in need 

of loved, helped them to see how they could share love and bring comfort to another living creature in a truly 

helpless position. Students who worked on social causes in support of individuals learned about ways in which 

they could help themselves while helping others.  

…allow any students to accept the leadership challenge?  Each student worked as a leader and as a 

support. By having an individual organization but a group mentality, the lines between leader and aid met a 

happy medium. 

…have any noticeable impact on student behavior? Yes, students took pride in their writing, in voice 

and their ability to make others aware of social issues. More importantly it helped them to view society in a 

critical way that is positive, with a spirit of compassion and not accusation. 

  

9) If you were doing this program again, what changes/improvements would you make?  

  

There are a number of changes that I plan to make next year. I will have a core group of 10 students who will 

work as a team devoting their efforts to two specific causes. I will have a club as well, that currently has three 



 

 

organizations outlined. One way in which we will be involving the student body is through two fundraising 

festivals, that will educate students about the organizations while raising funds. I will also be working with the 

Mayerson Foundation so that we can have school wide involvement. 

 

Unlike this year, next year I am having the students choose two local organizations to support in class, instead 

of individual causes. This way we can create site visits and services opportunities, while recording our 

experiences so that we can make video documentaries of our work. The intent is to build awareness through 

visual imagery and written reflections. I would like to incorporate the club into the services opportunities so that 

there is a record of volunteer hours and individual reflection and sharing about the experiences that can be 

shared with the school as well as the community as a whole. 

 
 

10) At this time are you still interested in participating in next year’s program?  Yes 
 

11) In order to help future Philanthropy participants, please share the following materials. You will 

receive proper acknowledgement for the materials you provide. 

 

Each student created a final report with their marketing materials and points of contact. I will work on creating 

pdf files to send to you. 

 

 

12) We are putting together a Teacher Manual over the summer.  Is there anything specific that you want 

us to make sure to include in the manual? 

 

13) MG Website.  The website will continue to be developed over the summer.  Is there anything specific you 

would like to see included on the site? Not at this time. 

 

 

14) Where would you like me to mail your stipend check? Please mail the check to Wendy E. Braun 1641 

Winchester Ave. #2 Cincinnati, Ohio 45230. 

 

 
 


