
Student Philanthropy Program • 2011 – 2012 Final Report 
 
1) Your Name:  Suzette Glaab  School: Bishop Brossart High School 
   
2) How was the program implemented in your school and how were students selected?   
 I implemented the program in my junior morality/social justice classes. 
 
3) Student Participants (numbers by grade level):   9th:  ___      10th: ___    11th: 85 12th: ___ 
 
4) If you have participated in past year(s), what major changes (if any) did you make this year? 
 I did not have major changes to the program this year. 
 
5) What was the timeline for your program?  When did you begin the program, how often did you implement 
the various components of this program, what did each meeting look like, etc… 
Our timeline covered the 2nd through 4th quarters.  Following is my basic outline: 

I.  Philanthropy 

A. Overview - November 

B. Education about the topic 

1.  Non-profits - November 

2. Speakers 

 a. Mrs. Rolf – P & G philanthropist – January 10 

 b. Roger Grein – December 2 

 c. Student sharing their experience from last year 

C. Research 

1. Computer lab - January 

2. Calls and interviews - February 

3. Site visits - March 

4. RFPs - March 

D. Presentations/Decision Making 

1. Small group presentations - April 

2. Fundraising –did not do this 

E. Follow-up/Closure 

  1. Awards dinner - May 

2. Online survey - May 

 
6) Describe how you went about implementing the various components of this program into your class or 
afterschool curriculum.  You may answer each part separately or as one longer answer at the end. Be as 
specific as possible and be sure to share any stories or provide insights that you realized during the process. 
 

a. Basic components of Philanthropy education What did you teach?  How did you teach it?  
Every student leaving my class after this project understands the concept of philanthropy!  I spent a 
great deal of time talking about Catholic Social teachings and how they can make positive changes 
in their world.  They are taught the difference between charity and philanthropy with each class 
writing their own definition of philanthropy.  They learn about the difference types of non-profit 
organizations. We look at what different issues interest them, and I show them a couple of Youtube 
videos about organizations that are philanthropic. 
 
We then spend a few days in the computer lab.  They have to complete a worksheet of questions 
and activities that educate them on the Magnified Giving Program, Roger Grein, the viewing of the 



Wyoming video on philanthropy, etc…  Later in small groups they do research on the internet about 
their topics and searching for organizations that address their topic. 
 
Additionally, this year I asked Roger Grein to visit my class to share his story and vision.  The 
students really enjoyed him.  Loree Rolf, a parent of one of my students, also volunteered to share 
with the students about her job at P&G which involves their philanthropic giving.  It was very 
interesting to see it through the perspective of a large corporation. 
  

b. Identifying community needs How did you do this?  What needs were selected and why? 
I want the students to feel empowered by the end of the school year that they can make a 
difference in their world.  I have the students reflect on issues in the news or in the community that 
they want to see changed.  I also ask them to think about issues that have affected them or their 
families personally that they would like to promote. 
 

c. Forming community boards (small work groups).  How did you group your students? 
Students form boards within each of my four junior classes.  There have to be at least three and no 
more than four in a group.  I have them spend time thinking about issues in their communities and 
families that they would like to help make a difference with and then groups are chosen by the 
students based on common interests.  I want them to be in groups with students that they might 
not normally work with but can form unity based on a common problem they wish to address. 
 

d. Interaction with non-profits. Method -  phone, email, site visits, guest speakers, etc…?  How many 
agencies were contacted?  Any was visited?  Any send guest speakers?  
 
Student boards research three non-profits that address their issue.  They must call each non-profit 
for an initial interview.  After the phone interviews, they chose one to visit.  For the second year, I 
have required the students visit the organizations that they wish to contribute to.  It makes their 
presentations much more powerful. I would like to see this grow into doing some kind of service for 
the non-profits next year. 
 

e. Issuing RFPs.  How did this go?  Who received RFPs? Who responded? 
Usually, we leave this step until we have narrowed down the organizations to the final four.  But 
this year, I decided what the grant money is being used for and the financial situation of each non-
profit should play a bigger part in our initial decision making.  Therefore, as each group made their 
site visit, they had to ask the organization to fill out the RFP and have them return it by a certain 
date.  This worked well, because we did not consider a group unless we had the RFP (motivation to 
get them in) and knowing more about what the money was being use for helped the students make 
a more informed decision earlier. 

   
f. Evaluating RFPs.  What process did you use? 

Loree Rolf (see above) gave us a few ideas on the types of things to look for when we examined the 
financial material.  We wanted to know how much funding they had, what percentage is used for 
programs and to help clients directly, and what impact our grant would have overall. 
  
 

g. Selecting Grant Recipient.  How did you go about selecting the winner?  What were the students’ 
reasons for selecting the winning agency? 
Student boards make power point presentations for their non-profit.  After the presentations, 
there is time for discussion and debate followed by a vote.  Each student can vote, but they are not 



allowed to vote for their organization.  All voting is private.  If there is a close vote, students get a 
chance to say more about their organizations, there is more discussion followed by a run-off vote.  
Students have to narrow down the 26 organizations to one group per class.  Once the final four are 
chosen (which was actually 6 because I allowed two from my bigger classes this year), the students 
view all the finalists and make a final selection.    
 

h. Awards Ceremony.  Did you or your students have any comments to share about this event? 
I thought the program went extremely well.  The BIG checks provided a super visual and allowed 
for uniformity among the difference schools.  The organization fair seemed like a good idea but I 
wasn’t sure how much traffic they got for whatever reason. 
 
We were able to sit with a funder, and I think the interaction between them and the students 
reinforced the value of the program. 
 
I know that Mayerson JCC works for you because of the planning and preparation, but getting to 
Northern Cincinnati during rush hour is difficult for my group, parents, and non-profits.  Is there a 
possible location that is more centralized or could we try for a different time? 
 

i. Reflective questions.  Did you have your students write any reflective pieces about the process? 
I did have some students choose to mention the philanthropy program as a part of a test 
question that asked them about “making a difference” this year.  I have included a few 
comments in Question #11.   

 
7) What were some of the highlights of this year? 
 Despite a lack of enthusiasm by some, there were a few groups that were really inspired.  One group 
investigated an organization that completes bedroom makeovers for children with terminal illnesses.  Two of 
the young women in that group participated in a fundraiser for the organization and made plans to help with 
the next bedroom makeover. 
 Another small group came back to the school after their site visit and put pinwheels and a sign in the 
front of the school yard to educate our students about child abuse during the month of April. 
 
8) What were some of the low points or challenges you faced? 
 Because I have chosen to implement the program within my classroom, each year I am faced with a 
different group of students.  The students this year seemed inspired at first, but their motivation died out.  
There were a few student groups who stayed motivated and really worked to convince their fellow classmates 
to choose their non-profit, but as whole there was not a lot of enthusiasm by the end. 
 As a school community, we were heavily affected by the tornadoes. As a school, we raised $11,000 plus 
for the families who lost their homes.  As a result, the Beta club did not collect as much in our annual Penny 
War, and I believe the students just didn’t have it in them to raise more money for the philanthropy program. 
 I had also planned to share the winning projects from each class with the whole student body for them 
to decide and participate, but the juniors did not want to do that.  They felt that many would not take it 
seriously, because they had no investment in the program. 
 
 
 
9) Student outcomes:  Did this program… 

…have positive impact on your students?  Yes, see student responses in Question 11. 
…allow any students to accept the leadership challenge?  Explain.  



This program develops leadership in students.  I witness it every year.  As I mentioned before, despite a 
less than enthusiastic participation from some student groups (boards), there were a few students who really 
stepped up to the challenge.   

The final grant winner, Mentoring Plus, was selected for the very reason that one of the students in the 
group was able to make the Brossart students understand the impact our grant could have on the teens in this 
program.  He was able to make the stories of the teens come alive and describe specifically how the money 
would be used for incentives in the Mentoring Plus program.  He made the students realize what may seem 
like a small thing to them – tickets to a Reds game – would be a really big thing for someone in this program. 

When students moved by their site visits can share personal stories of those who will benefit from the 
grant money, they have a better chance of convincing their fellow students to vote for their organization. 

 
…have any noticeable impact on student behavior? Explain. 
 This program motivates students to go beyond themselves and see more of the reality that exists 

outside of their insular world.  I had many comments about this program making them appreciate their own 
lives, families, school, etc. 

Though some were not very motivated, they do have a high level of involvement with the in class work.  
Students behave and stay focused. 

 
10) If you were doing this program again, what changes/improvements would you make? 
 The students said that part of the reason they lost their motivation was because they felt the program 
was too long.  I have decided that I am not going to start the program until the second semester. 
 

I want to continue to implement the program in my classes because it exposes more students 
(especially those who would normally not find the desire to do this type of project) to the philanthropy 
program.  But, I realize that I lose some of the enthusiasm and experience of the students who really enjoyed 
the project, so I am thinking of starting a senior advisory council to work with the program and support the 
juniors next year.  
 
11) At this time are you still interested in participating in next year’s program?  Yes, absolutely! 
 

12) In order to help future Philanthropy participants, please share the following materials. You will receive 
proper acknowledgement for the materials you provide. 
 a. Educational components: Powerpoint presentations, handouts, websites, etc… 
 b. Correspondence: Copies of the RFPs you sent, acceptance and rejection letters, etc… 

c. Student work: Reflective essays or other student responses. 
I have sent most of this material to you in the past.  I am including a few comments by students about 

their experience. 
 
Student 1: Something that made me realize that I could not give up any hope that change is possible 

was the philanthropy program and researching all the options out there for charity and changing people’s 
lives.  When we started, I figured that it was going to be just a project that would pass, with no effect on my 
part except a grade for the class.  However, when I realized how much money could go how far, it spoke to me 
and made me see how much we really take for granted and how even a little of our time and efforts could 
help the needy a lot!  It changed the way I viewed my lifestyle in the long-run. 

 
Student 2: “You can make a difference.”  I thought that a dumb saying at the start of the year.  Then we 

started to learn about the philanthropy program and we did the projects.  It made a good impact on me.  In 
the case of Rivers Unlimited, it was started by one man.  Him starting that program it has led to over 30 



organizations nationally to be formed.  With our school’s help a good organization got a grant of 2000 dollars 
and it was all because of us. 

 
Student 3:  During the Philanthropy Project I learned….when working together you can find out the 

common interest among the whole group of people and work together to help a person or people out so they 
can live a better life.  While doing this project it made me feel good because I knew that what I was doing no 
matter how little fun I had, it was going to make a big difference in someone elses life and to let them know 
people do care about them. 

 
Student 4:  This year, our junior class participated in the Philanthropy Program which was extremely 

eye opening to me.  I never knew that there were so many organizations out there just trying to help people 
out and make the world a better place…Just by talking to these two organizations makes me want to help 
people in need.  If you set your mind to it, you can achieve anything. 

 
Student 5: Throughout the second semester this year we did a philanthropy project in religion class.  

We researched programs & organizations that we could possibly donate money to.  In the beginning I didn’t 
think much of it &only did it because we had to.  But as our talks with organizations got deeper & deeper I 
realized I can really make a difference in these people’s lives.  Even though my organization didn’t win the 
grant, I still feel like I touch someone’s life by showing them I cared. 
 
 
13) We are putting together a Teacher Manual over the summer.  Is there anything specific that you want us 
to make sure to include in the manual? 
 I think information on how to examine the financial documents and information on an RFP would be 
helpful. 
 
14) MG Website.  The website will continue to be developed over the summer.  Is there anything specific you 
would like to see included on the site? 
 I would like to see more websites listed for the students to search for non-profits in our specific area. 
 
15) Where would you like me to mail your stipend check? Note:  If there are multiple teachers at your school 
involved with the program, please indicate how you would like me to divide the check…and where you would 
like each check sent. 
 Suzette Glaab 
 8255 Tollgate Road #15 
 Alexandria, KY 41001 
 
 
 


