
Student Philanthropy Program • 2011 – 2012 Final Report 
 
1) Your Name: Sam Roflow   School: McNicholas High School 
   

2) How was the program implemented in your school and how were students selected?   
Students were invited from the Service Club. The Service Club has about 100+ members every year and 
we have 10 regular projects we do each year. I invite whoever wants to make this commitment from 
the Junior and Senior class. As the program has gained in popularity we have had a larger number of 
students participate each year.  
 

3) Student Participants (numbers by grade level):   9th:  ___      10th: ___    11th: _20__ 12th: _20__ 
 
4) If you have participated in past year(s), what major changes (if any) did you make this year? 

We didn’t make any major changes but there have been some growing pains as our number has grown 
from around 15 to 30 to 40. As the number of participants has become larger the students decided to 
become two groups. This worked ok but it was a little different than in the past. Since we have joined 
this program I have let it truly be “student led.” That means after the first couple meetings of explaining 
the goal and the resources I let them go at it. This seems to me to be the best approach for our 
students. Many of these students are in the process of taking Social Justice at the time and all the 
students are constantly hearing “gospel values” through their religion classes. We also have a very 
strong Service Program so most of our students know what “non-Profits” are and many have first- hand 
experience volunteering in one. Also our Service Club works with Hope Emergency, Inter Parish 
Ministries, St. Vincent de Paul and the YWCA Emergency Assistance Program in Batavia. Anyway, I let 
them go with it. 

 
4) What was the timeline for your program?   

We started right in between our Warm Clothing Drive and our Shanty Town, so late September. Our 
students chose to meet every other Friday before school. All these kids were also active with the other 
nine projects that we do so once in while when things were crazy they did not meet. Things really began 
to move after the first of the year. Again, we have existing school-wide projects that we implement 
throughout the year so they weren’t always smooth and this year we had a large program for the 
tornado victims as well that was not planned. This caused us to be pushed a little more than usual for 
time. They did not get in as many site visits as they would have liked. 

 
5) Describe how you went about implementing the various components of this program into your class or 
afterschool curriculum.   
 

a. Basic components of Philanthropy education  
Taught about non profits in a very basic way. Let the kids teach themselves. Honestly, they all had 
an understanding as I said above. I used the website a lotthe first couple meetings to explain the 
history of the program and as a resource. It is a huge help! 

b. Identifying community needs  
We talked a bit about their own service and had each share, although this is done in Religion classes 
periodically, but their experiences keep changing so this is al right. There is usually a good variance 
of experiences. All three years we have participated they wanted to help kids. They always feel that 
kids fall through the cracks which is true but some of it has to do with their own identities. Imagine 
that. 

c. Forming community boards (small work groups).   



I let them decide how they wanted to group things. This year after they identified needs as a large 
group, they put themselves into groups based on the specific interests. I always let them make most 
of the decisions after the initial couple of meetings. 

d. Interaction with non-profits.  
They made their first interactions when they got down to 10 agencies. These interactions were 
through mail, email and or phone. In the past they got it down to two that they visited. This year 
they did not do any site visits. Because most of these kids are a part of my service leadership team 
and with the tornado, their attention was diverted (rightfully so). They began organizing two visits 
but it seemed like the deadline was earlier than last year. I don’t know and it really doesn’t matter. 

e. Issuing RFPs.   
They sent out 10 to agencies that looked to them as being deserving of further inquiry. All had to do 
with helping kids which was the focus they chose. 

f. Evaluating RFPs.   
They looked at the amount of funding and from whom. Did they seem like a well run agency? They 
looked at how many clients they helped. Most of all they were interested in what they would do 
with $1500. Did they have something specific that looked significant? 

g. Selecting Grant Recipient.   
See Above. 

h. Awards Ceremony.   
Each group that I’ve brought to the Awards Ceremony have had nothing to say but positive things. I 
think they feel a sense of pride, not just as McNicholas students but also as young people. The 
energy and the goodness at that ceremony is extremely impressive. 

i. Reflective questions.   
The last 3 years we have met afterwards and processed things verbally. The writing aspect is 
probably better because it forces students to think a little deeper. I will try to remember to do that 
next year. 

 
6) What were some of the highlights of this year? 
 Watching the students take ownership is always a good thing. 
7) What were some of the low points or challenges you faced? 

It isn’t really a low point, but as I said, all of these kids are very active in Service Club. They see Student 
Philanthropy as one of the 10 projects that Service Club does. Now only upperclassmen are eligible to 
participate in the Student Philanthropy Project so it is seen as special in that way.  

8) Student outcomes:  Did this program… 
…have positive impact on your students?  Absolutely. They were amazed at how many non profits 
there are and all the things they do. Every student sees Roger as an outstanding human being and one 
to emulate in some way. It is good for them to see such people. 
…allow any students to accept the leadership challenge?  They certainly take leadership the way I do 
things. After the first couple of meetings they are in charge. We have the kind of students who are not 
shy about such things and will get things done. And they take ownership of the program when this is 
done. 
…have any noticeable impact on student behavior? Not that that I have seen or heard that is different 
from other service projects. They do talk about using their money in a positive way in the future. 
  

9) If you were doing this program again, what changes/improvements would you make? 
 I think the biggest thing is I might have them write a reflection at the end. 
10) At this time are you still interested in participating in next year’s program?  Yes/No 
 Absolutely. It is a great program.  



11) In order to help future Philanthropy participants, please share the following materials. You will receive 
proper acknowledgement for the materials you provide. 
 a. Educational components: I used your website. 
 b. Correspondence: I showed the students the sample material that you provided and let them work  
                          with those. 

c. Student work: Didn’t do. We processed verbally, but as I said I will probably develop a reflection  
            paper guideline for them next year if are chosen to participate. 

 
 
12) We are putting together a Teacher Manual over the summer.  The material you have supplied us over the 
                        years (sample letters, RFP’s etc… ) and the website give us everything we need. 
 
13) MG Website.  It’s great! 
 
 
14) Where would you like me to mail your stipend check? As usual, I feel this is a generous offer that could be 

 used in different ways, but if you insist school is fine. 
 
Todd, 
Thanks for all the hard work you do on this project. It is truly unique and a totally new way for high school 
students to follow the gospel value of “loving your neighbor.” I am always impressed with your students and 
the maturity and love of the project they show. Didn’t Jesus say, A tree is known by its fruit.” You must be doing 
a great job! 
          Peace, 
          Sam 
 
 
 


